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[bookmark: _Toc58247234]1. Aims
Schools are required under the Equality Act 2010 to have an accessibility plan. The purpose of the plan is to:
 Increase the extent to which pupils with disabilities can participate in the curriculum
 Improve the physical environment of the school to enable pupils with disabilities to take better advantage of education, benefits, facilities and services provided
 Improve the availability of accessible information to pupils with disabilities
Our school aims to treat all its pupils fairly and with respect. This involves providing access and opportunities for all pupils without discrimination of any kind.
At St Peter’s Catholic Primary School, we believe every child deserves an education tailored to their individual needs, enabling them to become active and contributing members of society. We are committed to ensuring that all children are valued within our school community. We recognise that literacy skills, including reading and writing, are foundational to learning, and we provide additional support for students who may face challenges due to emotional, behavioral, sensory, or physical difficulties that impact their education and well-being.
The plan will be made available online on the school website, and paper copies are available upon request.
Our school is also committed to ensuring staff are trained in equality issues with reference to the Equality Act 2010, including understanding disability issues.
The school supports any available partnerships to develop and implement the plan.
Our school’s complaints procedure covers the accessibility plan. If you have any concerns relating to accessibility in school, the complaints procedure sets out the process for raising these concerns.
We have included a range of stakeholders in the development of this accessibility plan, including staff and school Governors.
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	aim
	current good practice

	Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability
	We offer a adapted curriculum across all subjects. Teachers adapt lessons through varied teaching approaches, scaffolded tasks, adjusted outcomes and the use of appropriate resources to ensure that every child can engage meaningfully with learning. This includes adapting content, pace and level of support so that pupils can make progress from their individual starting points.
. As a school we use a number of strategies in order to meet the different needs of the pupils, such as access arrangements, using a pen for dyslexic pupils, coloured overlays. Through our Prevent training we aim to foster good relationships with all by promoting understanding between groups using the Gospel Values and virtues and British Values. Applying the Equality Act helps us as a school to identify issues and shape policies around the needs of different groups of learners and that reasonable adjustments are made to ensure access for all. We work to ensure we have effective partnerships with parents, pupils, and the community and outside agencies that support our pupils. We do this through consultation with parents regarding SEND Information Report, review meetings, Early Help meetings and by having an ‘open door policy’ for parents. We ensure we use data effectively by collecting and analysing all data through Pupil Progress meetings and half termly review meetings of these where groups are identified and strategies are put in place to support all pupils. All interventions are monitored and data is tracked from these to ensure their effectiveness. We also hold Pupil Premium and SEND progress meetings again looking at data and ensure effective use of interventions. Pupil voice is used to ensure they have access to all areas of the curriculum and that they feel their needs are met
A wide range of tailored resources and interventions are used to support pupils who require additional help to access the curriculum. These include:
· Visual timetables, now and next boards and task slicers to support pupils with organisation, transitions and understanding lesson expectations
· Sensory circuits to help pupils regulate their sensory needs and improve readiness for learning
· Lego therapy to develop communication, teamwork, problem-solving and social skills
· Music therapy to support emotional regulation, communication and self-expression
· Sports therapy and structured physical activities to promote wellbeing, confidence, coordination and engagement
· Access to calm spaces, sensory resources and adapted equipment where needed
The curriculum includes positive and diverse representations, including examples of people with disabilities, to promote inclusion, equality and respect. This helps pupils to develop an understanding of difference and fosters a culture of acceptance and belonging throughout the school.
Curriculum progress is carefully tracked for all pupils, including those with disabilities and additional needs. Teachers use ongoing assessment to identify barriers to learning and to adapt teaching accordingly. Progress is reviewed regularly through pupil progress meetings, and information is used to inform next steps.
Targets are set effectively and appropriately for pupils with additional needs. These targets are realistic, personalised and linked to pupils’ individual education plans where applicable. They focus on both academic progress and wider development, such as communication, independence and social skills.
Through high-quality teaching, targeted interventions and a strong commitment to inclusion, St Peter’s ensures that all pupils are supported to access the curriculum, achieve well and thrive both academically and personally.


	Improve and maintain access to the physical environment
	At St Peter’s in Bloxwich, we are committed to ensuring that the school environment is accessible, inclusive and welcoming for all pupils, including those with physical disabilities and additional needs. We actively improve and maintain access to the environment so that all children can participate fully in school life.
The school site includes wheelchair-accessible ramps and step-free access where needed, enabling pupils, parents and visitors with mobility needs to move safely around the building. Corridors, entrances and exits are kept clear to ensure ease of movement and safe access at all times.
Classrooms are carefully organised to support accessibility. Adequate space is maintained between tables and furniture, allowing wheelchair users and pupils with mobility aids to move independently and safely. Furniture is arranged flexibly and can be adapted to meet individual needs, ensuring pupils are able to access learning alongside their peers.
To support pupils with additional physical or sensory needs, adaptations are made where required. These include:
· Accessible toilets and hygiene facilities
· Adjustable tables and seating where appropriate
· Clear signage and visual supports to aid navigation around the school
· Calm, low-stimulation areas for pupils who require a quieter space
· The school is a single storey building with standard sized corridors.
·  Emergency signage and fire exits routes are clearly marked.
· Every classroom apart from year 1 has access points to outdoors. New 
· doorway access straight onto the playground is planned for Summer 2020.
· There are double doors onto the playground accessible through the art area.
· Doors into the hall are also double openers.
· There is a ramp onto the playground from the double doors.
· There is one designated disabled parking bay on the car park.
· Reception classroom entrance is ramped
The school regularly reviews the environment to identify and remove barriers to access. Risk assessments and individual support plans ensure that reasonable adjustments are made to meet pupils’ specific needs. Staff are trained to support safe movement around the school and to promote independence wherever possible.
By maintaining a well-organised, accessible and inclusive environment, St Peter’s in Bloxwich ensures that all pupils can access the school safely, confidently and with dignity, supporting their wellbeing and full participation in learning and school life.


	Improve the delivery of information to pupils with a disability
	At St Peter’s in Bloxwich, we are committed to improving the way information is delivered so that pupils with SEND can understand, engage with and respond positively to learning. We recognise that children access and process information in different ways, and we adapt our communication and teaching approaches accordingly.
Self-regulation is a key focus across the school, as it underpins pupils’ ability to access information and learning. In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key Stage 1 (KS1), we use the Colour Monsters Story to help children recognise, name and manage their emotions. This supports pupils in understanding how they feel and prepares them to engage with instructions and learning tasks. In Key Stage 2 (KS2), we build on this through the Zones of Regulation approach, which provides pupils with a shared language to describe emotions and strategies to regulate themselves. This consistency helps pupils remain calm, focused and ready to process information.
Information is delivered using a range of visual, verbal and practical strategies to meet individual needs. These include visual supports, simplified language, repetition, modelling and clear step-by-step instructions. Soft starts are used where appropriate to allow pupils time to settle emotionally before engaging with learning, ensuring they are receptive to information.
We provide targeted interventions to further support pupils’ understanding and communication, including:
· Sensory sessions to support regulation and attention
· Read, write ink interventions to reinforce phonics learning using multisensory approaches
· Lego Therapy to develop communication, listening skills and collaborative understanding
The school works closely with a range of external professionals to enhance how information is delivered. The North Star Inclusion Advisory Team works alongside staff and pupils to develop personalised strategies, ensuring communication methods are matched to individual needs. The School Nursing Team visits regularly to provide workshops, offer advice and support referrals where additional help is needed. Speech and Language Therapists also visit the school to assess pupils, deliver targeted interventions and guide staff on strategies to support communication and language development in the classroom.
To ensure information about pupils’ needs, progress and provision is clear and consistent, we use EduKey Provision Mapping. This allows us to monitor and review each child’s educational journey, track the impact of interventions and adapt support as needed. Parents are encouraged to engage with this process through ongoing communication with the SENDCo and class teachers, ensuring information is shared clearly and collaboratively.
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	Targets
	Strategies
	Timescale
	Outcomes
	Success Criteria

	Equality and Inclusion
	
	
	
	

	Liaise with staff to review yearly and mid-term admissions and ensure staff awareness of issues
	Annual and mid-term review meetings with staff
	Annually / Mid-term
	Pupil needs identified and met
	All pupils fully included; monitored through assessments and pupil progress meetings

	Identify pupils needing additional or different provision
	Use data from admissions and assessments to identify needs
	Annually / Mid-term
	Targeted support provided
	Pupil needs are met effectively

	Ensure all policies consider disability access and reflect inclusive practice
	Review policies during scheduled review cycles
	On-going
	Policies reflect current legislation and inclusive practice
	All policies updated to include disability access considerations

	Make the Accessibility Plan an annual agenda item at Governing Body meetings
	Clerk to governors to add Accessibility Plan to meeting agendas
	Annually
	Accessibility Plan reviewed regularly
	Accessibility Plan discussed and monitored at every governors meeting

	Ensure full access to curriculum for children with medical needs
	Advice from specialist teachers/advisors; CPD for staff; liaison with agencies
	On-going
	Pupils with medical needs fully included
	Pupils with medical needs access curriculum and support; monitored via assessments and progress reviews

	Physical Environment
	
	
	
	

	Ensure school buildings and grounds are accessible and continue to improve access
	Conduct accessibility audit by governors; plan modifications as needed
	On-going
	Improved physical access for all
	School environment accessible to all children and adults; ongoing improvements made

	Curriculum
	
	
	
	

	Train staff to meet the needs of children with a range of needs and ensure curriculum access
	SENCO reviews pupil needs; provides targeted training
	On-going
	Staff confident and skilled in inclusive teaching
	Staff training ongoing and effective in meeting pupil needs

	Information Access
	
	
	
	

	Ensure pupils, parents, staff, and visitors have access to written information
	Audit current information accessibility; develop action plan
	On-going
	Improved access to written information
	All stakeholders can access information easily













2. Legislation and guidance
This document meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the Department for Education (DfE) guidance for schools on the Equality Act 2010.
The Equality Act 2010 defines an individual as disabled if they have a physical or mental impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ adverse effect on their ability to undertake normal day-to-day activities. 
Under the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice, ‘long-term’ is defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’. The definition includes sensory impairments, such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer.
Schools are required to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for pupils with disabilities under the Equality Act 2010, to alleviate any substantial disadvantage that a pupil with disabilities faces in comparison with a pupil without disabilities. This can include, for example, the provision of an auxiliary aid or adjustments to premises.
[bookmark: _Toc58247237]3. Monitoring arrangements
This document will be reviewed every 3 years, but may be reviewed and updated more frequently if necessary. It will be reviewed by the Governing Body and Mrs K Hinton (Head Teacher).
It will be approved by The Governing Body and Mrs K Hinton (Head Teacher).

[bookmark: _Toc58247238]4. Links with other policies
This accessibility plan is linked to the following policies and documents:
· Risk assessment policy
· Health and safety policy
· SEND policy
· Supporting pupils with medical conditions policy
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